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abstract
This paper analyses how the sixth and seventh centuries are explained and 
presented to visitors at Catalan archaeological sites that have been adapted for 
public access. We analyse the works that have been carried out at the sites (on the 
surrounding environment, archaeological structures, surfaces, routes, signposting, 
and related information centres and museums) and what information is transmitted 
to visitors through communication resources at the site. 
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1. Introduction
The musealization of archaeological sites is an interesting way to bring the 
results of archaeological research closer to society. It has the advantage of providing 
knowledge right at the location of the archaeological remains. Although the 
surroundings have changed dramatically in all cases, musealization helps to put 
sites into spatial and temporal context, which may make them more attractive to 
users. 
In Catalan and Spanish legislation, archaeological sites are considered cultural 
heritage. Furthermore, actions that are carried out to make archaeological remains 
more visible and intelligible add value and, in turn, convert sites into cultural 
resources.1 
In the last twenty years, there has been considerable activity in Catalonia to 
prepare a number of archaeological sites for visitors. After the excavation of all 
kinds of archaeological remains (caves, rural and urban settlements and cemeteries, 
among others) from different periods (Palaeolithic to modern times), extensive 
works have been carried out to make them accessible to the public. 
On the basis of the above, we aimed to analyse the various ways that archaeological 
sites from the Late Antique period have been adapted for public access. This period 
began with the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 476 and ended with the Arab 
and Berber conquest of the main cities in the north-east of the Iberian Peninsula 
at the start of the eighth century. We focused on sites that have been enhanced 
in some way to aid visitors’ understanding and interpretation. In other words, we 
selected sites at which work has been carried out: the surfaces and archaeological 
remains have been prepared and, in particular, information in some format has 
been added. Specifically, we analysed sites that were accessible to the public and 
had musealization adaptations in place in the period July 2012 to June 2013.
We excluded from this study sites that were still in use in the sixth century, but 
are more closely associated with the Roman world than with late antiquity. One 
example is villas.2 We also excluded late antiquity sites when this period was not 
presented to the public and the adaptation works had focused on other periods. This 
is the case of the paleo-Christian necropolis in Tarragona, where the focus is on the 
Late Roman Empire: in the recently opened route around the archaeological site 
there are no references to its continued use beyond the fifth century. We did not 
include sixth and seventh century sites that are important from an archaeological 
perspective, but had not been adapted to improve accessibility and intelligibility at 
the time of the study (for example Puig Rom in Roses). Finally, we excluded sites 
1. Alcalde, Gabriel; Burch, Josep. “Els processos de patrimonialització de l’arqueologia”, La patrimonialització 
de l’arqueologia. Conceptualitzacions i usos actuals del patrimoni arqueològic al nord-est de la península ibèrica, 
Gabriel Alcalde, Josep Burch, eds. Girona: Institut Català de Recerca en Patrimoni Cultural, 2011: 9-12.
2. Gurt, Josep M.; Navarro, Rosario. “Les transformacions en els assentaments i el territori durant 
l’antiguitat tardana”. Cota Zero, 20 (2005): 87-98; Chavarría, Alexandra. “Poblamiento rural en el 
territorium de Tarraco durante la antigüedad tardía”. Arqueología y territorio medieval, 8 (2001): 55-76.
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that had been adapted for public access in the past, but were not prepared for visitors 
during the study (July 2012-June 2013). This is the case of Bovalar in Serós.3
Next, we selected the archaeological sites or phases of sites whose visitor 
information states that the archaeological remains are from the sixth or seventh 
centuries. However, we did not include sites such as the Francolí complex 
in Tarragona. Although information at the entrance to this site states: Restes 
arqueològiques del conjunt paleocristià del Francolí. Segles IV-VI (Archaeological remains 
of the paleo-Christian complex of Francolí. Fourth to sixth centuries), there was 
no particular activity in the necropolis and basilica at the site during the centuries 
examined here.4 
To find out which of the sixth and seventh century sites had been prepared 
to receive visitors, we consulted the Inventory of the Archaeological Heritage 
of Catalonia, and carried out a reference search and an online search for other 
resources. Using the lists that we obtained, we made a preliminary selection of sites, 
which was revised once the archaeological remains had been analysed in situ. The 
final list considered in this study is comprised of the following seventeen sites: 
•	 Espai Santa Caterina, Barcelona.
•	 Plaça del Rei, Barcelona.
•	 Necropolis of Pertegàs, Calders.
•	 Vilauba, Camós.
•	 Paleo-Christian basilica of Cornellà del Llobregat.
•	 Cella memoriae, Empúries, L’Escala.
•	 Church of Santa Magdalena d’Empúries, L’Escala.
•	 Santa Margarida, Martorell.
•	 Tombs of Can Robert, Matadepera.
•	 Santa Maria de Sorba, Montmajor.
•	 Visigoth church of Sant Cugat, Sant Cugat del Vallès.
•	 Castellum, Sant Julià de Ramis.
•	 Tombs of Collet del Cargol, Sant Mateu del Bages.
•	 Necropolis of Pla de l’Horta, Sarrià de Ter.
•	 Visigoth basilica in the amphitheatre, Tarragona.
•	 Seu d’Egara / churches of Sant Pere de Terrassa.
•	 Archaeological site of les Pistes, Vilassar de Dalt.
The study focused on sites in Catalonia. This is because works to prepare Catalan 
archaeological sites for public use are governed by one piece of legislation, which is 
specific to Catalonia and differs from the laws found in other autonomous regions 
of Spain or in other European countries. 
To analyse how Late Antiquity sites in Catalonia have been prepared for public 
use, we defined a set of parameters that have already been used to assess other 
3. Hernández, Sònia. Memòria de l’adequació del Bovalar: neteja, consolidació i formalització. Barcelona: 
Centre d’Informació i Documentació del Patrimoni Cultural-Generalitat de Catalunya, 2007.
4. López, Jordi. Les basíliques paleocristianes del suburbi occidental de Tarraco, Tarragona. Tarragona: 
Institut Català d’Arqueologia Clàssica, 2006.
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kinds of Catalan sites5 or in general evaluations of the presentation of architectural 
sites.6 The parameters are:
1. Surrounding environment. 
2. Treatment of archaeological structures. 
3. Treatment of ground surfaces. 
4. Routes and meeting spaces. 
5. Signposting around the site. 
6. Interpretation centres or associate museums. 
This set of parameters can be used to fully analyse the works carried out to 
prepare a site, and to establish levels of alterations in the appearance of architectural 
remains due to the works. Fieldwork was carried out to verify the interest and 
suitability of applying these parameters to Late Antiquity archaeological sites. 
The paper is divided into two parts. In the first part, we use the aforementioned 
parameters to analyse the works carried out at the archaeological sites in the study. 
In the second part, we analyse the information on the sixth and seventh centuries 
that is available at the sites. Finally, the study concludes with an overall assessment 
of the works. 
2. Analysis of the works 
2.1. Surrounding environment 
Some of the analysed sites were originally in an urban or suburban context. This 
is the case of the Cella memoriae and the church of Santa Magdalena, which are both 
in Empúries, L’Escala; the Seu d’Egara / churches of Sant Pere de Terrassa; the Plaça 
del Rei and the Espai Santa Caterina in Barcelona; and the visigoth basilica in the 
amphitheatre of Tarragona. In most of these cases, the area surrounding the site has 
remained urban or become even more urbanised. Almost all of the sites are now 
part of the urban fabric of major Catalan cities such as Barcelona, Tarragona and 
Terrassa. Even some sites that were in suburban areas in the Late Antique period 
have become part of urban areas. As a result, the archaeological remains have been 
completely enveloped by buildings, streets, squares, etc. In some cases, such as that 
of the Plaça del Rei or the Espai Santa Caterina in Barcelona, the archaeological 
remains have been absorbed by the surrounding constructions (a square and a 
market). Consequently, they now lie in the subsoil of the city’s urban environment, 
5. Burch, Josep; Castanyer, Pere; Nolla, Josep M.; Tremoleda, Joaquim. “The musealization of Roman 
villas in Catalonia”, The musealization of the Roman villas. Girona: Institut Català de Recerca en Patrimoni 
Cultural, 2011: 23-37.
6. Beltran, Julia; Sánchez, Ana Lucía; Rascón, Sebastián. “Pasado, presente y futuro de la musealización 
de yacimientos en España”, VI Congreso de musealización de yacimientos y patrimonio. Arqueología, Patrimonio y 
Paisajes Históricos para el siglo XXI. Toledo: Consorcio de la Ciudad de Toledo, 2013: 139-159.
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in spaces that are known as archaeological crypts. This situation is found frequently 
in urban environments.7 
Despite the similarities in the sites’ surroundings, an in-depth analysis revealed 
differentiating characteristics in all cases. The contrast between the original and 
current context of the archaeological remains could be considered most pronounced 
in the Espai Santa Caterina. This is due to the fact that the remains have been 
incorporated into a new building. In the Plaça del Rei, the current situation of the 
site in the subsoil is clearly completely different from the original surroundings. 
However, its location in the middle of Barcelona’s “Gothic Quarter” provides 
a historical context that forms a backdrop to the site, at least mentally. Another 
case is that of the Seu d’Egara / churches of Sant Pere de Terrassa. Although these 
archaeological remains are now in the middle of the city of Terrassa, their situation 
is very different to that described above. Firstly, they are located right at the limits of 
the old town of Sant Pere, a centre with a distinctive historical character. Secondly, 
they are surrounded by the park of Vallaparadís, which separates Terrassa’s 
episcopal complex from the modern buildings that are in the area, but not in the 
immediate vicinity. Finally, an attempt has been made to contextualize the historical 
surroundings of the site by planting micro-vegetation and fruit trees.8
The situation of the two sites of Empúries is also less categorical. Specifically, 
the Cella memoriae has been enveloped by the archaeological remains of the Greco-
Roman city, which had already disappeared by the time the Cella memoriae was 
built.9 
Therefore, we could consider this a false archaeological context. We can assess 
the entire Empúries archaeological complex to determine the current environment. 
This cannot be classified as urban, as the complex has not been incorporated into 
the urban fabric of a city. However, it cannot be defined as rural, as houses now 
link the southern area of the Empúries ruins with the town of L’Escala. The church 
of Santa Magdalena d’Empúries, which is located at the entrance to the town of 
L’Escala, is surrounded by fields and uncultivated land, hence the surroundings are 
essentially agricultural. However, as the church is situated beside a roundabout and 
one of the main roads into the town, the rural image is not entirely clear. 
The Castellum of Sant Julià de Ramis, the necropolis of Pla de l’Horta in Sarrià 
de Ter, Vilauba in Camós, the paleo-Christian basilica of Cornellà de Llobregat, Les 
Pistes in Vilassar de Dalt, the Collet del Cargol in Sant Mateu del Bages, Pertegàs 
in Calders, Can Robert in Matadepera, Santa Maria de Sorba in Montmajor, Santa 
Margarida in Martorell and the visigoth church of Sant Cugat would originally have 
7. Tricoli, Alessandro. “Coperti, scoperti e ricoperti: strategie d’intervento per i siti archeologici”. 
Agathón. Recupero e Fruizione del Contesi Antichi, 2010/1 (2010): 67-72; Tricoli, Alessandro. “Archeological 
clousures in the city contexts”, Urban archaeology enhacement, Maria Clara Ruggieri Tricoli, Maria Luisa 
Germanà. Pisa: Edizioni ETS, 2013: 208-276. 
8. Ferran, Domènec. Ecclesiae egarenses. Les esglésies de Sant Pere de Terrassa. Terrassa: Caixa Terrassa-
Lunwerg, 2009.
9. Nolla, Josep M.; Sagrera, Jordi. Ciuitatis impuritanae coementeria. Les necròpolis tardanes de la Neàpolis. 
Girona: Universitat de Girona, 1995.
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been in rural environments. However, the urban growth of many cities and towns 
in Catalonia has meant that some of these sites (the necropolis of Pla de l’Horta, the 
paleo-Christian basilica of Cornellà de Llobregat, Les Pistes in Vilassar de Dalt and 
the visigoth church of Sant Cugat) are no longer rural and are visited in a clearly 
urban context that bears no relation to their original surroundings. In fact, at Pla 
de l’Horta and Cornellà de Llobregat, the archaeological remains are in the subsoil 
and can only be seen from the outside through glass sheets. Therefore, they are 
distanced from their immediate environment.
The Castellum of Sant Julià de Ramis is a mixed case. Although the site is on 
top of a mountain and in the middle of a wood, some of the main views from the 
Castellum take in urban elements, such as roads, a motorway, road junctions and 
industrial estates, among others. The same situation is found at the church of Santa 
Margarida in Martorell. Most of the immediate vicinity of this site is rural, but one 
part is almost under a motorway, and the surrounding area is clearly urban. The 
rest of the sites (Vilauba, Collet del Cargol, Pertegàs and Can Robert) are in a rural 
environment; some in a small village or agricultural town, others in the middle of 
fields or woods. 
In terms of spatial integration into the environment, we differentiated between 
archaeological sites that are open and accessible at all times, and those that are 
protected by a fence or building that restricts access to specific days and times. 
The sites in the first group are: the Castellum of Sant Julià de Ramis, the church of 
Santa Magdalena d’Empúries, the paleo-Christian basilica of Cornellà de Llobregat, 
the tombs of Collet del Cargol, the necropolis of Pertegàs, the Pla de l’Horta and 
Can Robert. In the second group are the Cella memoriae of Empúries, Vilauba, the 
Seu d’Egara / churches of Sant Pere de Terrassa, the Plaça del Rei, the Espai Santa 
Caterina, the visigoth basilica of Tarragona, Santa Maria de Sorba, the church of 
Santa Margarida in Martorell and the visigoth church of Sant Cugat. 
In general, we can state that smaller sites in rural environments tend to be 
completely open with no restrictions to public access. In contrast, sites that are larger 
or closely linked to an urban environment, or those that have been enveloped by 
buildings, tend to be enclosed and have restricted access. In fact, the urban sites that 
we analysed can only be visited at certain times. They are not designed to be public 
places that are open and integrated into the environment, with a type of use similar 
to that of a public space such as a square, park or garden. 
2.2. Treatment of the archaeological structures 
The necropolis of Collet del Cargol differs from the rest of the sites studied here 
because the archaeological remains are not in their original location. Two of the four 
tombs in the necropolis were moved in 1993 to the side of the church of Sant Mateu, 
which is a short distance from where they were excavated.10 This characteristic 
10. Sánchez, Eduard; Olivares, David. “La intervenció arqueològica al Collet del Cargol. Estudi d’una 
necròpolis d’època visigòtica al Bages”, I Congrés d’Arqueologia Medieval i Moderna a Catalunya. 15 anys 
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differentiates the necropolis from the other sites. In Catalonia, the relocation of 
archaeological remains is not common, although there are a few cases. For example, 
in 1995 the paleo-Christian basilica in the Francolí complex, Tarragona, was moved 
from its original location to a lower level, within the car park of a shopping centre.11 
The rest of the sites that were analysed can be divided into two groups. The first 
is made up of the necropolises, which are comprised of tombs dug into the ground 
and, at most, lined with tiles or slabs of stone (Pla de l’Horta, Les Pistes, Pertegàs and 
Can Robert). In no case can these be defined as funerary monuments or funerary 
architecture above ground level. In this group, the treatment of the archaeological 
structures after excavation could be considered minimum (cleaning, shoring-up of 
one of the tomb’s slabs, etc.) or even non-existent. In some cases, the tombs that are 
visible are only a small part of the entire necropolis, which either remains hidden 
or has not been conserved. This is the case of the Pla de l’Horta, where only two of 
the 79 tombs that were discovered are visible12 or that of Les Pistes, where just 13 of 
the 30 tombs that were found can be observed.13
The second group is comprised of sites that contain the remains of some kind of 
building: the Cella memoriae of Empúries, the church of Santa Magdalena d’Empúries, 
the Castellum of Sant Julià de Ramis, Vilauba, the Seu d’Egara / churches of Sant 
Pere de Terrassa, the paleo-Christian basilica of Cornellà del Llobregat, the visigoth 
basilica of Tarragona, the church of Santa Margarida, the Plaça del Rei, the Espai 
Santa Caterina, Santa Maria de Sorba and the visigoth church in Sant Cugat. The 
treatment of architectural remains in this group can be divided into different levels, 
depending on the extent of the conservation and restoration activities that have 
been undertaken. On a first level are sites that are presented as archaeological ruins, 
just as they would have been found after excavation. This is the case of the Cella 
memoriae of Empúries, the paleo-Christian basilica of Cornellà del Llobregat, the 
visigoth basilica of Tarragona, the church of Santa Margarida in Martorell, the Plaça 
del Rei and the Espai Santa Caterina in Barcelona and Santa Maria de Sorba. In 
some cases, the fact that superimposed structures from different periods have been 
left in place could reinforce this idea. Examples from the list above include the Espai 
Santa Caterina14 or the Cella memoriae of Empúries, where the superimposition of 
structures from different periods of the architectural site can be observed. 
d’intervencions arqueològiques: mancances i resultats, Xavier Badia, Josep M. Vila, Josefa Huertas et alii, eds. 
Barcelona: Associació Catalana per a la Recerca en Arqueologia Medieval, 1998: 426-431.
11. Beltran, Julia; Sánchez, Ana Lucía; Rascón, Sebastián. “Pasado, presente y futuro de la musealización 
de yacimientos en España”. VI Congreso de musealización de yacimientos y patrimonio. Arqueología, Patrimonio y 
Paisajes Históricos para el siglo XXI. Toledo: Consorcio de la Ciudad de Toledo, 2013: 149.
12. Llinàs, Joan; Tarrés, Anna; Montalbán, Carme; Frigola, Josep; Merino, Jordi; Agustí, Bibiana. 
“Pla de l’Horta (Sarrià de Ter, Girona): una necròpolis con inhumaciones visigodas en la tarraconense 
oriental”. Archivo Español de Arqueología, 81 (2008): 289-304.
13. Ajuntament de Vilassar de Dalt. “Nous jaciments romans”, Descobrir Vilassar. 27, september 2013 
<http://www.vilassardedalt.org/fitxa.php?id=5879>.
14. Beltran, Julia. “¿Para que conservar? Una reflexión en torno a la conservación y presentación de 
los restos arqueológicos del mercado de Santa Caterina en Barcelona”. III Congreso Internacional sobre 
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On a second level are sites at which modifications to the original structures are 
clearly visible, but do not change the presentation of the remains as an archaeological 
ruin. This subgroup includes Vilauba and the church of Santa Magdalena d’Empúries. 
In these two places, a few additional courses have been added to walls that were 
revealed during the excavation. The reconstructed part is distinguished from the 
original wall by a band of mortar. These reconstructions have increased the volume 
of the remains, and have consequently made it easier to visualize the architectural 
spaces. However, the building work was carried out with materials that were similar 
or identical to the originals. As a result, the sites have not been greatly altered, and 
are still perceived as archaeological ruins, as mentioned above. 
On a third level are the Castellum of Sant Julià de Ramis and the visigoth church 
inside the cloister of the monastery of Sant Cugat del Vallès. Some walls have also 
been rebuilt at these sites. However, in this group, the work was carried out with 
modern materials that are clearly visible and easily distinguished from the originals. 
At the first site, the Castellum, the practice was carried out in areas where there 
were indications of the existence of walls, but the original structures had not been 
conserved. At the visigoth church, the reconstruction work was carried out on top of 
the remains of walls that were badly conserved or walls that had even disappeared in 
some sections. As in the above group, the reconstruction was not extensive in these 
cases, but serves to define and visualize the ground plan of the original building. 
The actions do not make the archaeological remains monumental. For example, 
the visigoth church of Sant Cugat’s walls have not been built up beyond the level 
of the pathway in the monastery’s cloister, within which the remains are situated. 
However, due to the use of modern construction materials, the appearance of the 
archaeological ruin has been altered slightly or considerably. 
We have left a discussion of the Seu d’Egara / churches of Sant Pere de Terrassa 
until last, as the interest of the work carried out here deserves specific mention. At this 
site, there is a combination of monumental buildings (Santa Maria, Sant Miquel and 
Sant Pere) and archaeological remains. We only discuss the archaeological remains 
in this study; we do not analyse the presentation of the monumental buildings or 
the restoration work that may have been carried out on them.15 We focus on the 
visible results of work on structures that are strictly archaeological and can be visited 
at this site. The final result is similar to that found at the other sites: in general, the 
impression is of an archaeological ruin that has not been greatly altered, despite the 
restoration work that may have taken place. In this case, the alterations that are most 
visible to visitors are the reconstruction of some walls with materials that are similar 
to the originals. The old and new parts are distinguished by a band of mortar or the 
application of material on top of the broken down parts of the walls. 
In general, we can conclude that consolidation and restoration work carried 
out on the sites in this study has not diminished their archaeological character. 
The interventions have basically served to reveal the buildings’ ground plans. The 
Musealización de yacimientos arqueológicos. De la excavación al público. Procesos de decisión y creación de nuevos 
recursos. Zaragoza: Ayuntamiento de Zaragoza-Institución Fernando el Católico, 2005: 45-52.
15. Ferran, Domènec. Ecclesiae egarenses...
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intention has not been to reproduce the original dimensions and volumes of the 
buildings or their architectural characteristics. 
2.3. Treatment of ground surfaces 
The treatment of an archaeological site’s structures and the appearance of its 
ground surfaces are, to a large extent, the factors that determine its image. As in 
the treatment of archaeological structures, we generally consider that the main 
criteria in the treatment of ground surfaces aim to present the image of a ruin to 
visitors. On a first level are sites that have ground surfaces similar to those left after 
the excavation work, with paving restored to varying degrees or with a very basic 
levelling of the ground. This is the case of most of the sixth and seventh century 
sites: the Cella memoriae of Empúries, the necropolis of Pla de l’Horta, the Plaça del 
Rei, the Espai Santa Caterina, the visigoth basilica of Tarragona, the necropolis of 
Pertegàs and Santa Maria de Sorba. 
Beyond this is a second level comprised of sites at which new materials have 
been used in certain areas to differentiate the spaces. This is the case of Les Pistes, 
where surfaces inside the tombs have been covered in river pebbles. The colour and 
texture of the pebbles differentiate the tombs from the surrounding area, which is 
covered in brown sediment. A similar situation can be found at Can Robert, where 
gravel has been used to demarcate the location of the tombs.16 This practice is 
sometimes used throughout a site. At the visigoth church in the cloisters of the Sant 
Cugat monastery, ground surfaces that represent the original level of the church 
have been covered in pink gravel. At Santa Margarida in Martorell, gravel has also 
been scattered around the church. The ground surface at Vilauba has also been 
treated. In this case, the original level of circulation through the building has been 
marked with a layer of the same sand in each room. 
A further step has been taken in the transformation of surfaces at the sites of the 
church of Santa Magdalena d’Empúries and the Castellum of Sant Julià de Ramis. 
In this group, spaces have been resurfaced using a range of textures and colours. 
Most of the spaces in Santa Magdalena d’Empúries have been covered with gravel, 
apart from one particularly important area that has been resurfaced using mortar. 
A similar solution has been used in the Castellum of Sant Julià de Ramis. At this site, 
different colours of gravel have been used depending on the original function of 
the spaces. In addition, some rooms have been resurfaced using mortar, to simulate 
their original appearance. 
The Seu d’Egara / churches of Sant Pere de Terrassa site has had the most complex 
surface treatment. Specifically, the open area between the various buildings at the 
site has been resurfaced using materials of very different textures and colours, 
depending on the period and the type of archaeological remains found there during 
16. Nauralea Conservació SL. Projecte de valorització del patrimoni natural i cultural. Necròpolis de Can 
Robert. Castellar del Vallès: Naturalea Conservació SL, 2011.
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excavation. Particularly visible is the treatment of tombs and silos that are situated 
in the open area of the site. These items have been differentiated from the rest of 
the remains using cobble stones with grass growing in the gaps between them, and 
using geometric figures (parallelepipeds or circular plinths). In addition, individual 
lighting has been installed in the different tombs to represent the lamp of the soul.17 
The remodelling involves complex outlining, the result of which is a large space that 
is divided visually into many elements that reflect the archaeological structures.
2.4. Routes and meeting places 
In some cases, the site presented to the public is so small that there are no real 
routes around it. This is the case of the necropolis of Pla de l’Horta, the paleo-
Christian basilica of Cornellà del Llobregat, the Collet del Cargol and Santa Maria 
de Sorba. 
There are also cases of much larger sites that do not have routes around them. 
This group includes the archaeological remains of the Espai Santa Caterina. At this 
site, visitors can view the archaeological remains in the subsoil from a platform that 
forms part of the market, but cannot walk around them or get close to them. A 
similar case is that of the Cella memoriae of Empúries. There, the visitor can only see 
the remains from one specific point, and cannot walk around or get close to them.
We do not consider that there is a marked route around the visigoth basilica in the 
amphitheatre of Tarragona. However, the interior can only be accessed via a walkway, 
and the church can be seen by visitors walking across the amphitheatre’s arena. In 
this case, the higher level entrance to the monument acts as a viewpoint. A similar 
case is that of the Seu d’Egara / churches of Sant Pere de Terrassa, where visitors 
can walk around the site following the numbers on the interpretation panels that 
have been installed, but in reality the route has not been specifically marked using 
materials or various signposts. Instead, visitors can make their own way around. 
Another group includes sites that have a path around the perimeter from which 
the public can view the site without entering it. In this group, sites that have 
viewpoints and meeting points can be distinguished from those that do not. The 
group includes the church of Santa Magdalena d’Empúries, the necropolis of Les 
Pistes, the necropolis of Pertegàs, and the visigoth church in the monastery of Sant 
Cugat del Vallès. At almost all of these sites, the perimeter path is indicated by railings 
that encloses the site, but no route is marked on the ground surface. One exception 
is the Sant Cugat del Vallès site, where there is no fence separating the remains of 
the paleo-Christian church’s structures from the surrounding environment. Instead, 
there is a pathway marked by flagstones whose colour contrasts with the green 
grass in the centre of the cloister, where the archaeological remains lie. 
The solution at the Castellum of Sant Julià de Ramis is more complex. This site can 
be visited by following a path around the perimeter, which is indicated by railings 
17. Ferran, Domènec. Ecclesiae egarenses...
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and by the materials that have been used for the ground surface, which contrast 
with those found in the rest of the environment. In addition, the path leads to a 
platform that serves as a viewing point above the site. The route here is not circular; 
visitors must go to the platform and return using the same path. 
The site that has the most clearly visible route around it is the Plaça del Rei in Barcelona. 
There, the route takes the form of a walkway over the complex of archaeological 
remains. It widens at some points, which could be used as meeting points. 
2.5. Signposting within the sites
Most of the sites analysed in this study use interpretation panels to provide 
information for visitors. These are usually lectern-style panels, which are used for 
example at the Castellum, Pla de l’Horta, Vilauba, the Seu d’Egara / churches of Sant 
Pere de Terrassa, Plaça del Rei, Espai Santa Caterina, Les Pistes, Pertegàs and Can 
Robert. Depending on the size of the site, there may be just one panel or several 
along the route. Generally, lectern-style panels are supported on the railings that 
mark the route for visitors to take around the site. 
At a second smaller group of sites, vertical interpretation panels are used. This is 
the case at the church of Santa Magdalena d’Empúries, the paleo-Christian basilica 
of Cornellà del Llobregat and Santa Maria de Sorba. 
Regardless of whether panels are vertical or lectern-type, they tend to be situated 
in places from which much of the site can be seen (for example, panels situated 
at the viewpoint over the Castellum) or at places where information is given about 
specific spaces (for example, the various panels along the route around the Plaça 
del Rei site). 
2.6. Interpretation centres or associated museums 
Most of the sites studied here are not directly associated with museums or 
interpretation centres. The exceptions are the Cella memoriae of Empúries, the Plaça 
del Rei in Barcelona, the Seu d’Egara / churches of Sant Pere de Terrassa and Santa 
Margarida in Martorell. Empúries has a museum that also presents the Late Antique 
period. In Barcelona, the archaeological remains form part of the Museu d’Història’s 
permanent exhibition. In Terrassa, the former rectory is now a visitor centre where 
an audiovisual presentation about the complex is shown. Santa Margarida has an 
interpretation centre located in the Jaume Amat space, where there is an exhibition 
about the site and an audiovisual presentation is shown. 
In some other cases, sites have support spaces. For example, an area in the 
amphitheatre of Tarragona’s stands is used for various interpretation panels about 
the visigoth basilica that explain the history of the site.
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3. Communication resources 
Perhaps more than any other kind of heritage, archaeological heritage is difficult 
to interpret directly. This is because there is an enormous gap between our current 
society and the societies that created the heritage sites. For this reason, we need 
professionals to act as intermediaries and aid interpretation of the sites.18 This is true 
of the sixth and seventh century sites discussed here. In addition to the adaptation 
and presentation of the archaeological remains themselves, information resources 
must be included to provide the keys to understanding the sites and make them 
intelligible to visitors. 
At the adapted sixth and seventh century archaeological sites in this study, most of 
the information is transmitted to visitors using interpretation panels. These contain 
explanatory texts, photographs of artefacts found, photographs of a moment during 
the excavation, and drawings that recreate the archaeological item or illustrate the 
processes carried out. In one case (Santa Margarida, Martorell), information on the 
site is provided for visitors using QR codes. 
In all cases, the texts on the interpretation panels contain a description of the 
site’s structures. In some cases, this is accompanied by a description of the site’s 
immediate surroundings at the time of the human occupation that is presented. In 
the case of the necropolises, the information tends to include a description of the 
ritual followed during burials. Panels may also present a summary of archaeological 
research on the site.
One interesting aspect is the variety of names given to the period in question. In 
most cases, sites are classified as visigoth. However, many other sites are described 
as belonging to specific centuries, or as Early Middle Age, paleo-Christian or Late 
Antiquity. This variation in nomenclature probably reflects the development of 
research and the complex interpretation of this period.19
A few sites, such as the Seu d’Egara or the Plaça del Rei in Barcelona, have 
specific leaflets that provide additional information for visitors. 
Some of the sites considered in this study have webpages containing additional 
information for visitors. In some cases, this information can be found on the website 
of the heritage organization to which the site belongs (this is the case of Santa 
Caterina or Plaça del Rei on the Museu d’Història de Barcelona’s website, Vilauba on 
that of the Museu Arqueològic Comarcal de Banyoles, the paleo-Christian basilica 
on that of the Museu d’Història de Tarragona). In other cases, information about 
the sites can be found on the website of the relevant town council (for example, 
the town council websites of Sant Julià de Ramis, Terrassa and Vilassar de Dalt). 
Occasionally, the archaeological site has its own website (the Seu d’Egara / churches 
of Sant Pere de Terrassa and Santa Margarida). 
18. Alcalde, Gabriel. “De vacances a la prehistòria”. Cota Zero, 15 (1999): 84-90.
19. Olmo, Lauro; Castro, Manuel. “La época visigoda a través de la arqueología”, Arqueología e Historia 
entre dos mundos. Madrid: Museo Arqueológico Regional, 2012: 49-77.
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4. Conclusions
On the basis of the data gathered here, we can first state that the musealization 
of sixth and seventh century archaeological sites in Catalonia is not very common. 
Nevertheless, major and minor works have been carried out at some sites. Some of 
the sites described here only present the Late Antique period. However, in many 
cases the sixth and seventh centuries are dealt with in archaeological remains from 
a range of historical periods. 
Some of the archaeological sites that we have analysed are important for tourism. 
This is the case of Tarragona or the Plaça del Rei. Others are more closely associated 
with hiking and day trips, such as the tombs of Can Robert, the path up to la Mola, 
and the necropolis of Pertegàs along the path of the river Calders. Other sites are not 
associated with tourism or hiking and day trips; these include the tombs of Collet 
del Cargol or Santa Maria de Sorba. 
Much of the remodelling work at archaeological sites has been promoted by local 
government. In addition to larger city councils and associated heritage organizations 
(Barcelona, Tarragona, Museu d’Història de la Ciutat de Barcelona, Terrassa, 
Museu de Terrassa), town councils of smaller municipalities (Banyoles, Porqueres, 
Camós, Sant Julià de Ramis, Vilassar de Dalt and Sarrià de Ter), regional councils 
(Berguedà) and provincial councils (Girona and Barcelona) have also been deeply 
involved. On specific occasions, local study centres (Centre d’Estudis Martorellencs, 
Centre d’Estudis Comarcals de Banyoles) and natural parks (Parc Natural de Sant 
Llorenç del Munt i l’Obac) have participated. Consequently, we can state that the 
musealization of sixth and seventh century archaeological sites in Catalonia has 
involved a wide range of institutions, and therefore society is also largely involved. 
Given that the actions described here are the result of very different initiatives, 
which have not been devised and implemented in an interrelated way, the overall 
result is not due to a prior selection of sites and does not present an overview of 
the sixth and seventh centuries in Catalonia. For the same reason, there is no single 
model of archaeological intervention, although there is a tendency to maintain the 
image of an archaeological ruin. In addition, the archaeological sites are concentred 
in two areas: at the NE of Catalonia and at the Llobregat river area and surroundings. 
However, a potential visit to all of the sixth and century Catalan sites that have 
been adapted for public use would give an accurate idea of the occupation of the 
region in the visigoth period, and would cover episcopal complexes, very small rural 
settlements, and urban spaces. 
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illustration 1. location in catalonia of the various sixth and seventh century archaeological sites 
analysed in this study.
1. Plaça del Rei of Barcelona
2. Espai Santa Caterina of Barcelona
3. Necròpolis of Pertegàs, Calders
4. Vilauba, Camós
5. Paleo-Christian basilica of Cornellà de Llobregat
6. Cella Memoriae, Empúries, L’Escala
7. Church of Santa Magdalena d’Empúries, L’Escala 
8. Santa Margarida, Martorell 
9. Tombs of Can Robert, Matadepera
10. Santa Maria de Sorba, Montmajor
11. Visigoth churhc of Sant Cugat, Sant Cugat del Vallès
12. Castellum, Sant Julià de Ramis 
13. Tombs of Collet del Cargol, Sant Mateu del Bages 
14. Necropolis of Pla de l’Horta, Sarrià de Ter
15. Visigoth basilica in the amphitheatre, Tarragona
16. Seu d’Egara / churches of Sant Pere de Terrassa, Terrassa.
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illustration 2. espai santa caterina, barcelona.
illustration 3. plaça del rei, barcelona.
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illustration 4. necropolis of pertegàs, calders.
illustration 5. vilauba, camós.
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illustration 6. paleo-christian basilica of cornellà del llobregat.
illustration 7. cella memoriae, 
empúries, l’escala.
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illustration 8. church of santa magdalena d’empúries, l’escala.
illustration 9. santa margarida, martorell.
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illustration 10. tombs of can robert, matadepera.
illustration 11. santa maria 
de sorba, montmaJor.
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illustration 12. visigoth church of sant cugat, sant cugat del vallès. 
illustration 13. CasTellum, sant Julià de ramis (photo globusvisió. icrpc).
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illustration 14. tombs of collet del cargol, sant mateu del bages.
illustration 15. seu d’egara / churches of sant pere de terrassa.
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illustration 16. necropolis of pla de l’horta, sarrià de ter.
illustration 17. visigoth basilica in the amphitheatre, tarragona.
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illustration 18. archaeological site of les pistes, vilassar de dalt.
